Agdex 888/485

AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS PROFILE ON
LAND-BASE D FISH FARMING OF ARCTIC CHAR

July, 2000

This profile has been compiled as a source of information for those who may be considering

the growing of Arctic char as acommercial venture. The reader is cautioned that the information
should be considered as a starting point only. It does not subgtitute for a business plan; a business
plan incorporates specific information unique to the investor. The preparation and evaluation of a
business plan are critical steps that must be taken before any significant investment is made.

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of the information provided, the reader
is further cautioned that information critical to his or her business plan should be verified.
Particular attention should be paid to information that may become dated.

A more intensive consultants reportis aso available from either the provincial Department of
Agriculture and Forestry or the Department of Fisheries, Aquaculture and Environment.

Abstract

Diversifying agricultureto include various other commodity areas such as aquaculture presents
the entrepreneur with opportunities and challenges. The Arctic char (Salvelnus alpinus)species,
has several characteristics which make it an attractive candidate for freshwater aguaculturein
Atlantic Canada. Arctic char thrive in cold-water conditions and demonstrate a better growth
performance than rainbow trout or Atlantic salmon. Arctic char also grows well at high densities
and are an extremdy hardy fish, doing well inintensive culture situations. Fresh, farmed Arctic
char is considered a speciality item, warranting a higher price than other commercialized
salmonids. With some creativity, aquaculture may integrate well with established agricultural
operations.

Background

Arctic char (Salvelinus alpinusis a northern anadromous fish species that lives world wide
in Arctic and sub Arctic waters. The species is cultured in Europe, Canadaand Iceland. In
Canadatheraising of Arctic char asacommercialy cultured product is arelatively new venture
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